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Editor's Note
 
Plastic is no longer a matter of convenience — it’s an imposition. It has invaded
every aspect of our lives and is causing irreparable harm to our climate,
biodiversity, human health, and basic rights. From the moment fossil fuels are
extracted to the final dumping of plastic waste, its impact is felt by frontline
communities and future generations alike. Without deep, urgent cuts in plastic
production, the crisis will only intensify.

Between August 5-14, negotiators gather in Geneva for what may be the final
round of talks for a Global Plastics Treaty (INC-5.2). After three years of
negotiations, people across the world expect a treaty that’s ambitious, legally
binding, and designed to end plastic pollution across its full lifecycle — from
production to disposal. Some key demands for a just treaty from various Civil
Society Organisations include: 
 

Controlling plastic production through clear, legally binding targets —
including an eventual phase-out — aligned with climate and biodiversity
goals.
Eliminating toxic chemicals in plastics that harm human health and
ecosystems, and preventing the use of unsafe substitutes.
Ensuring transparency, with full traceability of chemicals and materials across
the plastic lifecycle, so we can measure risks and progress.
Guaranteeing fair funding, with developed countries providing accessible and
adequate financial support for implementation, a just transition, and clean-
up, with polluters paying their share.
Supporting a just transition for workers and communities across the plastics
chain, including waste pickers, Indigenous Peoples, and those on the
frontlines.
Ending waste colonialism by restricting the global waste trade and rejecting
polluting technologies like incineration and chemical recycling.
Prioritising reuse and refill systems to move beyond failed recycling models.
Allowing decisions by majority vote when consensus cannot be reached, so
ambition isn’t blocked by a few.
Protecting human rights, including the right to a healthy environment,
information, participation, and justice. 

 
Plastic pollution is not inevitable. It’s a result of policy choices — and it’s time to
make better ones. The world is watching. The outcome of these talks must deliver
a treaty that puts people and the planet over plastic and profit.
 
 — Energy Team at CFA
 

Abellon’s bankruptcy exposes the

failures of India’s waste-to-

energy push

Abellon Clean Energy Ltd, once a major

waste-to-energy player in Gujarat, is

facing insolvency amid financial collapse,

environmental violations, & global

backlash, highlighting the failure of WTE

projects & the urgent need to shift public

funding towards sustainable, zero-waste

alternatives. Read More.

Mobilising Voices for the Global
Plastics Treaty
Chennai Climate Action Group (CCAG)

and CFA organised a dedicated session

with children from communities living

near petrochemical industries and one of

the largest landfills in Chennai. These

young participants raised powerful

demands for a health-centred plastics

treaty, calling for an end to plastic

production. Read More.

Stop the Toxic Takeover:
AIFC Slams Illegal Waste
Dumping in Sathangadu
Wetland” 
AIFC condemns illegal waste dumping by

GCC in Sathangadu wetland, warning of

ecological harm, flood risks, and

injustice to North Chennai’s marginalized

communities. Read More.

700 Voices, One Demand:
Stop Plastic Pollution at the
Source
Civil society groups urge India to

support a strong, health-first Global

Plastics Treaty that tackles plastic

pollution at its source, rejects false

solutions like WTE incineration, and

prioritizes people over plastic and

corporate profits. Read More.

India’s coal sector revival: A
transitional strategy or
entrenchment of fossil fuels? 
India’s plan to reopen defunct coal

mines risks locking the country into

long-term carbon dependency,

undermining climate goals and delaying

the renewable energy transition, despite

the urgent need for cleaner, more

sustainable power. Read More.

We are hiring a Senior
Associate for the Energy
Team.
Lead research, outreach, and advocacy

on energy, petrochemicals, and plastics.

Work with civil society, publish analysis,

and drive social & environmental

change.Read More.
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