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Editor's Note
 
The Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC-5.2), on formulating a Global
Plastics Treaty (GPT) held in Geneva from 5–14 August 2025, ended without any
treaty. An overwhelming majority of the countries rejected the idea of the “lowest
common denominator”.  The treaty negotiations exposed the limitations of
multilateralism under the aegis of the United Nations. The rejection of a weak
treaty, in a sense, is a victory for the advocates who believe that “ no treaty is
better than a weak treaty.”
 
The way forward for the GPT could be the reopening of the mandate in the United
Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA 7) to clarify and spell out the treaty in more
detail. Another pathway could be another round of negotiations or the INC 5.3. The
last and final pathway could be a coalition of the “willing” or the “high ambition
nations”, including the African nations, island nations and the EU etc, to negotiate a
treaty outside the ambit of the UN, like in the case of the Ottawa Treaty or the
“Landmines treaty”. Whatever the case may be ahead, the INC process has
highlighted the importance of looking inwards at the national level to build pressure
on the national/local governments to advocate for a strong treaty at an
international level. 
 
 — Energy Team at CFA
 

Green Chennai Initiative (GCI)

Green Chennai Initiative is a waste

management goal and a roadmap to

achieve a “Zero waste city” status. This

proposal is an alternative to Waste to

Energy (WTE) Incineration project in

Chennai and addresses the root cause of

waste generation including the

production of single use plastics. 

Read More.

Press Release: Telangana State
Energy Finance Conference
2025
The Telangana State Energy Finance

Conference 2025, was conducted on 25

Sep 2025 at CESS, Hyderabad. This

conference was organised by a coalition

of leading civil society organisations,

research institutions, & industry bodies.

Read More.

Beating Plastic Production –
Prevention is the best cure!
Over 100 countries rejected the draft

text for the global plastics treaty,

labelling it “unambitious” and

“inadequate”. This rejection was led by a

coalition of “high ambition countries”

including many African and Pacific

nations, the EU and the UK. The reason?

Read More.

UN Global Plastics Treaty
Negotiations Stalemate as
Petrostates Push for a Waste
Management Treaty
The 3-year-long negotiation process for

a Global Plastics Treaty has reached a

stalemate, concluding after 11 days of

talks at INC-5.2 in Geneva. The

negotiations began on Aug 5, 2025.

Read More.

Unpacking Plastics- Climate,
Communities and Corporates
Workshop
CFA, in collaboration with Sambhaavnaa

Institute of Public Policy and Politics and

Samata: Assertion for People, is

organising “Unpacking Plastics: Climate,

Communities & Corporates”, a workshop

that will explore the impacts of plastics

across their entire lifecycle. Read More.

We are hiring a Senior
Associate for the Energy
Team.
Lead research, outreach, and advocacy

on energy, petrochemicals, and plastics.

Work with civil society, publish analysis,

and drive social & environmental

change.Read More.
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