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2. Inequality takes centre-stage in G20

The South African presidency’s high point was the manner in which it centre-
staged concerns around global inequality. In the lead-up to the G-20 leaders’
summit, President Cyril Ramaphosa commissioned a committee of experts to
produce a global assessment of economic inequality. Its findings were grim: a
quarter of humanity — about 2.3 billion people — now face moderate or severe
food insecurity, up from 335 million in 2019; and wealth gaps have widened
sharply over the past 25 years, with 90 percent of the world’s population living in
societies shaped by high economic inequality. The report underscores that these
outcomes are ultimately a “policy choice,” reversible through progressive
taxation and other redistributive tools. Yet global momentum for such measures
remains weak.

In response, the special G-20 committee has proposed creating an international
panel on inequality modelled on the U.N’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change




3. South African Presidency of G20 underlined Inequality
as a concern to be confronted collectively

In the context of the South Africa presidency of the G20, Oxfam has revealed that
the amount of wealth that the G20’s own billionaires made just last year — $2.2
trillion — would have been more than enough to lift 3.8 billion people out of
poverty.

Billionaires in G20 countries saw their wealth grow 16.5% in just one year, from
$13.4 trillion to $15.6 trillion dollars. The annual cost to lift up the 3.8 billion
people who currently live below the poverty line is $1.65 trillion. It is in thsi
context that the decision to make an IPCC like body foregrounding inequality
assumes significance.



https://www.theguardian.com/science/2025/sep/30/study-links-greater-inequality-to-structural-changes-in-childrens-brains

4. 570 Economists and Experts from 70 countries wrote to
World Leaders ahead of G20 to address inequality

“Dear World Leaders,

We write to you as 570 economists and inequality experts from 70 countries, to
call on you to support the establishment of a permanent International Panel on
Inequality to address the global inequality emergency, as recommended by the
Extraordinary Committee on Inequality report to the G20, led by Professor
Joseph Stiglitz.

We are experts from a broad range of disciplines, including economists, political
scientists, climate scientists, sociologists, epidemiologists, anthropologists,
historians, geographers, philosophers. Our diversity reflects a key fact: high
levels of economic inequality have a negative impact on every aspect of human
life and progress, including our economies, our democracies and the very
survival of the planet.

We support the view of the Stiglitz G20 Committee that the world faces an
inequality emergency....”
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https://www.wits.ac.za/news/latest-news/research-news/2025/2025-11/experts-call-for-an-international-panel-on-inequality.html

9. 6an Brain Scans Help Us Understand
Inequality’s Toll on Kids?

There is now strong evidence that unequal societies experience more mental
health problems. Scientists in developmental neuroscience are studying how
poverty and inequality can become “built into” the brain. This is taking research
around inequality and its implications to an entirely different paradign.

Research shows that higher income inequality is linked to smaller overall brain
volume, thinner brain cortex, and reduced brain surface area. It also affects key
parts of the brain — the frontal, temporal, parietal, and occipital regions. Greater
inequality is further connected to changes in how different brain networks
communicate, especially those involved in complex thinking and decision-making.



https://www.news-medical.net/news/20251020/Social-and-environmental-inequality-linked-to-risk-of-Alzheimere28099s.aspx

6. Climate change and inequality are
connected - policies need to reflect this

A growing number of experts say that inequality must be included in climate
change discussions. Major global bodies like the International Labour
Organisation, the UN Environment Programme and the Network for Greening the
Financial System have explained why: inequality weakens democracy, harms
social unity and creates economic instability.

Inequality also makes it harder for societies to respond to climate and
environmental crises. Many countries now mention “just transition” ideas in their
climate plans. But when it comes to actually designing and carrying out these
policies, fairness and equity are still not treated as the main priority.

Read



https://theconversation.com/climate-change-and-inequality-are-connected-policies-need-to-reflect-this-269657

7. Thermal Inequality: We need to rethink our cities?

Cities show both the best and worst sides of human life. They offer jobs,
community, and culture, but they also reveal sharp social inequalities. Urban
exclusion appears in many ways — limited transport, poor housing, lack of public
spaces, or safety concerns. One form that is hardly ever discussed is “thermal
inequality.”

Poorer neighbourhoods, often areas that were once redlined, can be 15 to 20
degrees hotter than wealthier, greener parts of the city. This leaves millions of
families suffering through extreme summer heat. Greg Kats notes, despite billions
spent by governments and foundations on projects to tackle heat, flooding, and
related health problems, most cities have continued to get hotter and more
prone to flooding.

Read



https://www.archdaily.com/1035983/the-temperature-of-inequality-rethinking-urban-surfaces-for-a-changing-climate

8. Bernie Sanders warns Al could deepen
Inequality and reshape war

Few days back Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang predicted that Al will create more
millionaires in five years than the internet did in 20. Bernie Sanders too now has a
clear warning when it comes to Al and its impact on inequality:

“Today, before we have seen the full implications of robotics and Al, you’re looking
at unprecedented wealth and income concentration.”

“The top 1% of Americans own more wealth than the bottom 93%,” he said. “All of
these zillionaires — the Musks, the Ellisons, the Bezoses, the Zuckerbergs — are
investing hundreds and hundreds of billions of dollars into Al and robotics. What is
the result of all that?”

Elon Musk could soon be the world’s first trillionaire. “It will mean even more
wealth and even more political power for these guys at the top, while our
democracy gets weaker and weaker. Working people will see a significant decline in
their standard of living unless we turn this around.”
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https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/data-stories/data-focus/bihars-richest-candidates-hold-most-of-their-wealth-in-land-and-property-dismiss-financial-assets/article70252177.ece

9. Intra-country inequality IS on the rise and IS
more visible today

Todd Knoop, the David Joyce Professor of Economics and Business, recently wrote
an article titled “Global inequality has gone local—and why this matters”. In this he
explains how inequality has changed over the past few decades and how inequality
within countries and communities has increased.

“This means that where you are born matters a little less for your income than
before — but the neighbourhood you live in matters much more,” Knoop writes.
“Inequality is now something people can see around them, not just read about in
global reports.”

Therefore there are 70 lakh Indians who today live as lavishly as those in first world
countries. But 70 crore Indians who live at the very bottom of the global ladder.
Intra-country inequality is a feature of neoliberalism.

Read



https://news.cornellcollege.edu/2025/11/Knoop-article-featured-on-the-IMF-Global-Governance-Forum.html?image

10. Indi1a’s super rich are avoiding their fair
share of taxes, How?

India’s super-rich pay strikingly low taxes because they report very little of their
actual wealth as taxable income. Prasanna Mohanty writes "Indian super-rich are,
like their counterparts elsewhere in the world, don’t really like paying tax. It has
become an annual ritual for newspapers to scream that thousands of Indian dollar
millionaires are fleeing India to avoid paying tax to Dubai and other tax havens. But
many super-rich Indians don’t. They find ways to pay little tax by suppressing their
Incomes."

Most of their wealth comes from assets like equity, commercial real estate, and land
— sources that either generate income that isn’t taxed until it is realised (such as
capital gains) or can be easily hidden or deferred. Despite growing public debate
about taxing the rich more — through measures like a wealth tax — the government
has avoided major reforms, arguing that higher taxes might scare away capital. This
leaves India with a widening gap: visible wealth at the top and very low effective tax
contributions from those who own it. This of course weakens the country’s revenue
base and deepens inequality, as the burden of taxation falls more heavily on the
bottom of the pyramid through indirect taxes while the wealthiest continue to
accumulate assets with minimal tax scrutiny.

Read



https://thefederal.com/category/business/why-indias-super-rich-pay-less-tax-and-get-away-with-it-217698
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Head On!

This is a campaign by people’s movements,
trade unions, civil society organisations and
common people demanding wealth and
inheritance tax for the top 1% rich to generate
resources so as to ensure universal social and
economic rights for the people.
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