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Why Should We Care About Development Finance? ...because it's our money!            
Volume 4, Issue 32, February 5, 2021

Budget ‘Like Never Before’ – 2021 Budget Analysis
This document aims to analyse the budget announcements in a few areas such as external
borrowings/debt, allocations (and misses) for strengthening the public banking, steps taken to
address the key issues like non-performing assets, privatisation, and policy directions and
allocations in infrastructure and energy sectors. While the document limits its scope to these
areas/sectors, we do believe that this is truly a ‘budget like never before’ that alienates itself
from the portentous reality faced by the country and its citizens and their demands. Read
more...

Selling the house to
have alcohol: Budget
2021-22
We have come across alcoholics
selling the property to have their
drink. The Central Govt seems to
be doing similar things. Public
Sector is like the house constructed
with great ambition. But that is
being sold in a platter to few
favourite corporates. If everything is
for sale and if Govt will not perform
its duties to its citizens what for
there is a Govt? Privatise
Parliament also. What for you
collect taxes from all of us? Time for
the Finance Minister and her
Master to go. Read more...

The Great Indian
Climate Gimmick!
The Union budget 2021-22 was
placed in the Parliament a few days
ago. Taking a quick look at its
Environment and Climate
provisions, here is a brief snapshot
of the dismal picture of the Modi
governments “Environmental
Championship” (after all, he was
conferred the “Champion of Earth”
‘honour’ by the UNEP a few years
ago) and his “Great Climate
Change Response”. Read more...

Reading Piketty I: A
Concise and
Comprehensive
Summary of Capital
and Ideology
In this summary, Walden Bello
distills the key ideas and data
contained in Thomas Piketty’s
monumental work Capital and
Ideology. The French economist
deserves to be read by more
people, but many have neither the
time nor energy to work through this
sprawling 1,042-page
classic.  Read more...

Girish Sant Memorial
Annual Event, 2021
The energy sector, and in particular,
fossil fuels are a significant
contributor to the overall revenue of
India’s central and state
governments. Roughly 60-70% of
the final prices of diesel and petrol
respectively are made up of taxes.
The taxes on energy sectors
contributed 25% of the total tax
revenue of the Centre, and 13% of
the total tax revenue to the states.
For details & registration...
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