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Speaker / Moderator bio

Keynote speaker- Mr. Ajay Shankar- Ajay Shankar was a member of the premier Indian
Administrative Service which he joined in 1973 and retired as Secretary, Department of
Industrial Policy and Promotion in December, 2009. He played a crucial role in putting together
the stimulus packages at the time of the global economic crisis of 2008. He was Secretary to the
Lt. Governor of Delhi for over 5 years, and has also been Commissioner, Kanpur Division and
Chairman of the Kanpur Development Authority. He has served on the Boards of major public
sector companies such as IDBI, EXIM Bank, NTPC, NHPC, PFC and REC.

Dr. Krishna Vasudevan- Dr. Vasudevan- Dr. Krishna Vasudevan is a professor at the Dept of
Electrical Engineering at IITM, he received his PhD from IITM in the year 1996, his research
interests include Power conversion and control for renewable energy, drives for low-speed motor
control, grid interface for low voltage renewables energy sources and CSI based grid interface
for PV systems.

DAY 1
Session 1- Understanding the Energy landscape in India

Speakers:

Ajit Pandit- is the Founding Director and CEO of Idam Infrastructure Advisory Pvt. Ltd. He has over
26 years of experience in policy, regulatory, and project development matters concerning the electricity
industry. He has worked extensively with international organizations as a Team Leader for several TA
projects of the World Bank, USAID, DFID, GIZ, ADB, REEEP, FCDO.

Ashwini Chitnis-Ashwini Chitnis is an energy sector specialist with over 12 years’ experience
in regulation, policy formulation and governance issues. She has worked extensively as an
intervenor in electricity sector policy and regulatory processes at both, state and national level
and have been involved in initiatives aimed at building capacity of civil society actors and other
stakeholders to enable them to better engage with the policy and regulatory processes.

Shuboday Ganta- Shuboday Ganta has been working in the Management Consulting industry
for over seven and half years helping governments, investors, financial institutions, and
philanthropic foundations to design / implement clean and sustainable energy technologies,
solutions, policies, projects and investments. Innovation and technology have been at the heart of
his approach towards solving important problems faced by clients. His key areas of expertise
include smart grid, power and utilities, renewable energy, energy efficiency, demand side
management, demand response, energy services contracting, public private partnerships etc.

Sathya Narahyana- Sathya Narahyana is a Deputy General Manager(Renewables) at Larsen &
Toubro Limited. He has around 17 years of experience in the fields of Business Development,
Tendering & proposals, Project Management, Supply Chain Management and Construction



Management both in India and Southeast Asia. He has been associated with the renewables
sector since 2011 and has implemented various utility scale solar projects across India. He has a
BE in Electrical Engineering from Amrita University and MTech in Construction Management
from IIT Madras.

Session 2- Public and Private Players in Energy

Moderator- Satyanarayanan Seshadri- Prof. Satyanarayanan Seshadri is an Assistant
Professor in the Department of Applied Mechanics, Indian Institute of Technology, Madras. He
studied at Texas A&M University, USA and later he joined General Electric's Global Research
Centre in India, where he worked in the Thermal Sciences Lab. Currently, he is the Principal
Investigator of the Energy and Emissions laboratory at IITMadras.

Speakers:

Ashok Rao is currently a patron of the All-India Power Engineers Federation and Chief Patron
of the National Confederation of Officers Associations of CPSU (NCOA). He was the Convenor
of the National Working Group on Power Sector; a non-government think tank. He worked for
five decades in the power and power equipment manufacturing industry.

Swathi Seshadri Striving for social justice, equity and equality through her work in rural and
urban spaces, have been Swathi’s primary work since 1999. She is currently the Team Lead
(Energy) at the Centre for Financial Accountability where along with steering the oil and gas
work, she also focusses holding investors of the petrochemical and plastics industry accountable.

Vibhuti Garg Vibhuti Agrawal is Director, South Asia with the Institute for Energy Economics
and Financial Analysis. Her focus is on promoting sustainable development through influencing
policy intervention on energy pricing, adoption of new technologies and subsidy
reforms,enhancing clean energy access, access to capital and private participation in various
areas of the energy sector. Her work includes enhancing national and international understanding
of India’s progress; and helping inform governments and financial institutions globally about the
pace and opportunities of reforms in India.

Session 3- Financing models in the energy sector

Moderator- Santosh Sahu- is an Associate Professor of Economics in the Department of
Humanities and Social Sciences at IIT Madras, Chennai. He is an affiliated researcher with the
Center for Technology Policy (CTaP) at IIT Madras and a Fellow at ISEP. His primary research
interests include energy economics, applied microeconomics, industrial economics and the
economics of global climate change. Before joining IIT Madras, he taught at the Madras School
of Economics, Chennai.

Speakers:

Gaurav Dwivedi works with Centre for Financial Accountability (CFA) and is based in Bhopal.
He has been researching and documenting privatization, sectoral reforms and public private
partnership projects in public services like water supply and sanitation. His current area of
interest is infrastructure financing, researching financial institutions and mechanisms of mega



infrastructure projects like smart cities, industrial corridors, highways, waterways, port
infrastructure and mega renewable projects in India.

Sagar Asapur is a Researcher and Head of Sustainable Finance programme at Climate Risk
Horizons. He is leading the research and knowledge generation on climate-related financial risks
to the financial institutions, climate-resilient infrastructure, and stranded assets in India. He has
more than a decade of experience with consulting, governments, and think tanks working in
climate, urban and energy sectors.

Soumya Dutta is Science activist, researcher, author, an expert on climate change. He is
currently an Advisory Board member of the UN Climate Technology Centre &amp; Network.
He has been associated with many people’s movements in India.

DAY 2
Session 1- Challenges in ESG framework

Moderator- VR Muraleedharan works at the Department of Humanities and Social Sciences,
Indian Institute of Technology Madras. His research is on the equity and efficiency gains of
investments in the public primary healthcare system in India. Evidence for efficiency gains
through strengthening primary healthcare is very clear from the recent experience of the UHC-
pilot in Tamil Nadu. Our work also analyzes the implementation process of the UHC pilot in TN,
and offers suggestions for enhancing the overall effectiveness of the delivery system.

Speakers:

Kankana Das is an Environmental and Social Researcher with 16 years' experience in the
development sector. Expertise include air pollution prevention and energy transition from coal to
renewables, waste management and circular economy. Key strengths are her ability to work with
communities, CSOs and NGOs in guiding them on regulatory aspects.She is currently associated
with Legal Initiative for Forests and Environment.

Shantanu Srivastava is an energy finance analyst working with IEEFA’s India team covering
listed companies in the Indian energy sector, analyzing their transition and growth strategy, their
financing needs and ESG profiles. Shantanu’s aim is to research India’s financing requirements
and sources of capital in domestic and global markets, to help the country achieve its energy
transition goals.

Priya dharshini is a senior programme associate with the center for financial accountability. She
works with the national finance team looking at issues of accountability and transparency with
regard to financial institutions.

Session 2- Hydrogen, Storage, 2nd / 3rd generation biofuels, as game changers

Moderator- Arvind Kumar Chandiran is an assistant Professor at the Indian Institute of
Technology Madras, he has completed his PhD from Swiss Federal Institute of Technology



(EPFL), Lausanne, Switzerland. His primary areas of interests are Photovoltaics, Dye sensitized
solar cells, Atomic layer deposition etc.

Speakers:

Srinivasan Vishwanathan is the CEO of Vibrant Energy Holdings and Managing Director of its
India development platform (Vibrant Energy). After completing his MBA from Tuck School of
Business, he started his career at UBS investment bank for industrial and renewable energy
clients. He has over 20 years of leadership experience with large renewable energy companies.

Dattatraya Nimbolkar completed his education in A.C.S. (Company Secretary) from The
Institute of Company Secretaries of India, New Delhi (ICSI) in 1983 and A.C.M.A. (Cost
Accountant) from The Institute of Cost Accountants of India in 1991. He has around 41 years of
post qualification experience in various fields of Finance, Accounts, Taxation, IT, Treasury,
Secretarial, Audit etc. He has worked with Crompton Greaves Ltd., an Engineering multiproduct
& multidivisional MNC. He is currently employed with Praj Industries as their Chief Internal
Auditor and Company Secretary.

Sebastian Morris is a Fellow of the Indian Institute of Management (Ph.D), Calcutta and M.Sc.
(Phys), Bombay. He is currently employed as Professor at the Goa Institute of Management, and
Chair of the Centre for Public Policy and Governance. Was also ICCR Chair Professor at
Copenhagen Business School. Member of many expert committees of the government of India.
Co-authored the book "Growth and Transformation of Small Firms in India" and edited "The
India Infrastructure Report-2001: Issues in Regulation and Market Structure".

Session 3- Planning/financial models for climate resilience in Transport sector

Moderator- Dr. Gitakrishnan Ramadurai is an Professor in the Transportation Engineering
Division, Department of Civil Engineering, IIT Madras and a core faculty member in the Robert
Bosch Center for Data Science and AI at IIT Madras. He received his Ph.D. in Transportation
Engineering from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, NY, in June 2009, M.S. in Civil
Engineering from University of Texas at Austin in December 2003, and B.Tech. with honors in
Civil Engineering from Indian Institute of Technology, Roorkee in May 2002.

Speakers:

Ramya M A is a program associate with the climate program at WRI India. She predominantly
works on capacity building, planning and implementation of climate action plans at the
subnational level. Ramya has previously worked with ICLEI in Bonn, the municipality of
Figuera da foz in Portugal, and Volvo constructions in Hallsberg, Sweden on topics like
multilevel climate governance, climate adaptation planning and corporate sustainability.

Ranjit Gadgil graduated from IIT Kanpur with a Masters in Physics before going to Cornell
University for further studies. He then worked as an IT consultant for 7 years before returning to
India in pursuit of something more meaningful. He has been associated with several NGOs
gaining experience in various sectors. Ranjit served as Programme Director of Janwani, an



initiative of the Mahratta Chamber of Commerce, Industries and Agriculture where he launched
several urban governance projects. He worked briefly with an international foundation as their
transport programme officer. He was the Lead India finalist from Pune. Ranjit's current interest
is non-motorized transport.

Ravi Gadepalli is an independent consultant on public transport and paratransit improvement
projects, with special emphasis on Policy and regulatory frameworks for integrated governance,
funding and financing models for sustained development of public transport systems
electrification of buses and three-wheelers: Planning, procurement and business models, service
planning and performance efficiency of public transport systems through data analytic etc. He
has completed his Master and PhD from IIT Delhi and his Bachelor in Civil Engineering from
Andhra University.

Session 4 India's INDC commitments and net-zero promise - challenges and opportunities

Moderator- Shripad Dharmadhikari is an activist, researcher, and coordinator of the Manthan
Adhyayan Kendra that studies water and energy policies. His interests include dams, rivers,
environmental flows, inland waterways, water privatisation and coal-water nexus. A graduate
engineer from IIT Bombay, he was earlier an activist for 12 years with the Narmada Bachao
Andolan. He is based outside Pune. He is a member of the Forum for Policy Dialogue on Water
Conflicts in India and also on its Streeing Committee. He writes extensively on issues of water,
environment and development.

Speakers:

Utkarsh Patel is an Associate Fellow at Climate Change and Energy Transition (CSEP), and
Climate Fellow (2022-23) at the Yale Jackson School of Global Affairs. Utkarsh’s area of
research is climate change policy in developing countries, particularly India, and the related issue
of climate finance. He works on integrated assessment modelling and is interested in studying
the role of deep decarbonisation technologies like green hydrogen in climate change mitigation.
He was previously associated with the Indian Council for Research on International Economic
Relations.He is also a founding member of GreenEarthAnalytics GmbH (Germany), and a
consultant at the Global Institute on Innovation Districts (US).

Rohit Azad teaches at Centre for Economic Studies and Planning, Jawaharlal Nehru University,
Delhi. He is the author of It's Not Over: Structural Drivers of the Global Economic Crisis, OUP
(2013) and has co-edited A Quantum Leap in the Wrong Direction, Orient Black Swan (2019).
His areas of interest are macroeconomics, growth and development, climate change, political
economy, monetary theory and policy. He has twice been a Fulbright scholar at University of
Massachusetts, Amherst and the New School of Social Research, New York respectively.

Ashwini Swain is a fellow at Centre for Policy Research. His research interests include political
economy of electricity, interface between energy service needs and climate mitigation goals, and
water-energy-food nexus, especially in Indian context. He has also worked on public
participation in service delivery, and has a keen interest in political economy of India and
political analysis. In addition, he has been actively engaging with civil society organizations and



public agencies at national and subnational level on these issues. He has earlier worked at Centre
for Energy, Environment & Resources, CUTS Institute for Regulation & Competition, Agence
Française de Développement, University of York, University of Wisconsin-Madison, and
National Institute of Public Finance and Policy.


