
Collective Youth Action Targeting INC 5.2 to Demand Production Reduction to 
Curb Plastic Pollution 

Why? 

Plastic pollution is indeed a critical threat for all living beings, so capping its 
production is the only sustainable solution. In March 2022, a resolution was 
adopted at the UN Environmental Assembly to develop an international legally 
binding instrument on plastic pollution, including in the marine environment. The 
resolution requested the UNEP to convene an Intergovernmental Negotiating 
Committee (INC) to develop the instrument that addresses the full life cycle of 
plastic, starting from production, design to disposal1. 

Negotiations are underway and so far 5 INCs have been convened and the second 
part of the 5th INC is planned in August 2025. Despite global momentum towards 
curbing plastic pollution by addressing its entire lifecycle, not all countries have 
shown the same level of commitment. For instance, India has significant petchem 
infrastructure and holds a significant position in the world market for chemicals and 
petrochemicals.2 And, its vision and targets are aligned with the countries which 
have significant plastics-petrochemical focus such as Saudi Arabia, Russia, China, 
the USA and Iran3.  These countries are taking utmost efforts to make the Treaty 
focus only on downstream and oppose the language on upstream actions such as 
restrictions on polymer production, plastic production reduction, etc. 
Simultaneously, the countries like the USA, has imposed 25% tariffs on imports of 
steel and aluminium, and President Trump has signed executive orders to bring 
back plastic straws, etc in addition to systemically diluting the environmental laws 
and agencies4.  

While curation of the global and legally binding instrument marks a pivotal 
milestone in combating plastic pollution, it is critical that it is made a matter of 
discussion among the youth groups who work on climate change and plastic waste 
management avenues. To conclude, here is a proposal with a series of actions 

4 https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/trump-vs-plastic-pollution/  
3 https://dialogue.earth/en/pollution/opinion-why-is-india-weakening-the-global-plastics-treaty/ 

2 
https://chemicals.gov.in/sites/default/files/inline-files/Report_Understanding_Industry_Landscape.pdf#:
~:text=Presently%2C%20India's%20chemical%20and%20petrochemical%20(CPC)%20industry,to%2
0about%20300%20billion%20USD%20by%202025.&text=It%20has%20maintained%20its%20positio
n%20as%20the,chemicals%20in%20the%20world%20and%20Asia%2C%20respectively.  

1 https://www.unep.org/inc-plastic-pollution 



aimed at empowering the youngsters and youth groups, planned for the month of 
June 2025. 

What? 

Action 1: An Online Workshop on India’s Plastic Crisis and Global Plastics Treaty 
(GPT) 

This will be a two hours and forty-five mins online workshop and this is to share our 
knowledge on India’s current plastic landscape, future projections, importance of GPT and 
INCs, India and other key countries’ stance in INC, the need to focus on upstream and call to 
action.  
 
To get an understanding of the participants’ interest and knowledge, a pre-workshop online 
survey will be conducted with 10-15 youth groups across the country. This survey with 5 to 
7 questions would be done 10 days prior to the webinar. Based on the findings, a refined 
syllabus for the workshop will be designed. The survey would also be used to understand 
their long-term interest to take part in the actions related to INC 5.2/GPT. 
 
How? 
 

Tentative Timing Duration Agenda Suggested Method 

2:30 pm- 2:40 pm 10 mins Context setting By Moderator 

2:41 pm - 2:55 pm 15 mins Participants’ Introduction Picture Introduction: 
Representatives from each 
youth group/org will display 
a memorable pic taken 
during one of their 
work/campaigns and thereby 
introduce themselves and 
also talk about their 
organisation. 

2:56 pm - 3:05 pm 10 mins Understanding Participants’ 
Expectations out of the 
Workshop 

Using Online Word Clouds 
Synthesizing Platforms: Eg: 
Slido/Mentimeter, these 
online platforms will help us 
create interactive polls and 
present the results real time. 
At the end of the workshop, 
we could come back to this 
and see if we were able to 



meet their expectations. 

3:06 pm - 3:35 pm 30 mins Plastics - History, Politics 
and the need to speak about 
plastics now 

Om Prakash 

3:36 pm - 3:40 pm 5 mins Ice-breaker  

3:41 pm - 4:10 pm 30 mins Presentation on India’s 
current and future plastic 
landscape, and why 
upstream issues are 
suppressed in govt and oil 
corporations' narratives to 
curb plastic pollution. 

Swathi Seshadri 

4:11 pm - 4:15 pm 5 mins Ice-breaker  

4:16 pm - 4:45 pm 30 mins Presentation on the need for 
a global and legally binding 
instrument to curb plastic 
pollution, INCs and India and 
other key countries’ stance in 
INC 

Siddharth Singh 

4:46 pm - 5:00 pm 15 mins Q&A  

5:01 pm - 5:10 pm 10 mins Conclusion and Call to 
Action  

Online Action:  
Twitter (X) Storm, Toxic tour, 
online signature campaign, 
Vox pop, reel challenge and 
media stories. 

5:11 pm - 5:15 pm 5 mins Vote of Thanks   

 
When? 
June 14th, 2025 (Saturday) from 2:30 pm onwards. This is because the webinar series on 
The Political Economy of the Trump Era is till the 11th of June. 
 
What’s Next? 
The following actions will be either done simultaneously or one after the other: 
Action 2 - Twitter storm to demand Indian govt incl. MoEFCC and MoHFW to advocate for 
polymer production reduction and other upstream measures to curb plastic pollution at the 
INC 5.2. Get volunteers and collaborators from the workshop and curate a Twitter storm 
tentatively on June 31st which is two weeks after this workshop. Need to come up with an 



interesting and effective hashtag and content. The two weeks duration will allow us to plan 
and implement the online action effectively. 

Action 3 - Toxic tour: Select two petrochemical hotspots and organise a toxic tour to 
provide first-hand experience of the upstream impacts on the environment and people as 
well as try and get the impacted communities to send representation letters demanding 
stringent actions regarding emissions reduction. 

Action 4 - Online signature campaign: Draft a petition and carry out an online signature 
campaign urging govt to commit for upstream measures and advocate for production cap of 
polymers at INC 5.2. 

Action 5 - Vox Pop: Get video bites from at least 25 youths from different geographic 
locations and languages across the country to demand Indian govt to advocate for polymer 
production reduction and other upstream measures to curb plastic pollution at the INC 5.2. 
This will be published on youtube. 

Action 6 - Last Straw Reel challenge: This is to highlight the need for building pressure on 
the government in the times of regressive policies made to promote plastics nationally and 
internationally. To mobilise at least 100 youngsters nationally and internationally to post a 
reel as part of this challenge. 

Action 7 - Media stories: To work with journalists and publish at least two stories in the 
lead to INC 5.2. 

 


