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The Quiet Dilution of Workers’ Rights

“The Buiding and Other Construction Workers cess was never meant (o be
chrty It s & arwon vy One percet of consructon cost. Money
meant to protect workers who fallfrom scaffolds, migrate across states, and
g0 wihout pensions. The Daft Sacal Securty Rules of 2025 quity change
how this money is checked. Under Rule 42, the State steps back. Contractors
how S0 as00es el ity and oot | coniod by 3 cnrierod angineer by
themselves hire. This is not reform. It s withdrawal. When private

tbuiders owe, is

Is paid by
ot aisk. It s the business model

The rules go further.If the self-assessed cess s below Rs 10 lakh, no scrutiny
is required at all. That covers projects under roughly Rs 10 crore. A huge part
of Indi ruct right art

blocks, Commerialbuldngs. Add o 1  180-day deadine aferwhic sef-
assessment becomes final by default. Delay bect
Secomes palcy: Moo, 1ol i mployers muck be loaod .50 days.
Fast lanes for capita. Slow queues for workers.

Ths g of duton cpeats sl n i Drat Cado o Wages. The Siate
efino s standard working famiy s fou peopl but couisthem as orly
e S comaumpton e One carmet & cpovse g Shran N

parents. No dependents. No realty. In speeches, the joint family is praised. In
‘wage law, i disappears. The message is blunt. Care for elders is your duty
Paying o1t & ot he employer's provlem. Even food 1 cut mthématicaly.
Women are assumed to need less. Children even less. In 2026, this arithmetic
il survives.

The same hollowing out appears in matenity protection. Créches can be
oved frheraway nincustrial zones, Nuring reaks are capped by ravl

tim that may not it el e And chidcars can be eplaced wih a Rs

500 allowance. Tha s noksuppeor 1 barely buys MK powder. Worss,

matemiy benerts o b wibrawn orvaguely doined miconduct ncuding
Apr survival is turned int

Fight back,lose your benef.

Taken together, these rules mark a clear shift. From inspection to faciltation.
From rights to paperwork. From welfare to accounting. The State collects less,
checks less, and forgives more. Funds grow on paper but fail o reach people.
Workers remain invisible unless registered by employers who gain nothing by
dong so.Tis s ot impfctn. I foion by deskn A the cost il be

as always. by those who build India and remain unseen once the
Biicing i complete

Team GFA
e refuse togive p tying o demystty

finance. We wil contino t hld the D N T E
sovernment and financiat siutions o

accountable for their economic policies

and investments. Support us.

Random Reflections
How Tamil Nadu Achieved
Economic Growth with Social
Justice and Development

As per the RBI Handbook on
Statistics of States, Tamil Nadu
doubled its economy in a decade
from a GSDP of Rs. 14.6 lakh crore in
2017-18 to Rs. 31.18 lakh crore in
2024-25. It s second among all
states in GSDP, next to Maharashira.
Itwas at the bottom two when we got
independence. Gross Enrolment
Ratio (GER) has reached 56%,
double the national average for
college-level enrolment Read More.

o Constal Co pree
Keralas Deep Dive Intothe Blue T TSf gy, fagrs s e
Economy and Its Paradox TR vty

12 YEARS OF INJUSTICE: STILL NO ACTION ON
TATA MUHIIIIA

The Tata Mundra Project: A Decade of Broken Promises
‘A decade of environmental destruction. Thousands of lives affected 9]
Its time for the World Bank to act.
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Fip Baok
A Few Concerns: Report on Trend
and Progress of Banking in

India 2024-25

‘The Report is the RBI's annual report
card on the health, structure and
direction of India's banking system.

Find here a few snippets of the concerns
that the report flags and a few data
points that it shares, which should
concer us. Bend Back Banking to the
Neads of the People! Read More
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FLIP BOOK: POCKET MONEY

Brief on what they kept from you about
your money this week

Aweekly In-Digest from the Centre for
Financial Accountabilty

Read More.

Me and the Economy | Podcast

Why is the growing gap between the
rich and the poor Toxic for the e anowin

World? | Jean Dréze and Dipa sinha - [KIREURMTRR

‘The super-rich have a feast of
delicacies, while the rest of the country
struggles to get two square meals a day.
Read More

WHOSE JOB IS IT TO WORRY ABOUT JOBS?
AND WHAT CAN THE BUDGET ACHIEVE?
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