
 Appeal to Financiers urging Environmental, Social, Cultural and Climate Diligence on 
Sijimali Bauxite Mining Project 

 
To  
 
The Indian Banks and Financial institutions 
 
(Aditya Birla Finance Limited, Axis Bank Ltd. , Axis Trustee Services Limited, Bank of Baroda , Bank of India, Catalyst Trusteeship Limited, DBS Bank 
Limited, HDFC Bank Ltd. , ICICI Bank Limited, IDBI Bank Ltd. , Karur Vysya Bank Ltd. , Power Finance Corporation Limited, Punjab National Bank, 
SBICAP Trustee Company Limited, State Bank of India, Union Bank of India , Yes Bank Ltd. , Bank of, Maharashtra, Canara Bank ,Central Bank of 
India, Indian Bank, Indian overseas Bank , Panjab and Sind Bank, Uco Bank, Bandhan, Bank Limited, CSB bank Limited, City Union Bank Limited, 
DCB Bank Limited, Dhanlaxami Bank Limited, Federal Bank limited, Induslnd bank limited, IDFC First Bank Limited, Jammu & Kashmir Bank 
Limited, Karnataka Bank Limited, Kotak Mahindra Bank Limited, Nainital Bank Limited, RBL Bank Limited, SouthIndian Bank Limited, Tamilnad 
Mercantile Bank Limited 

We, the undersigned, write to draw your attention to concerns that have been widely raised in relation 
to the proposed Sijimali bauxite mining project in Odisha, being undertaken by Vedanta Limited and 
Mythri Infrastructure and Mining India Private Limited. 

As institutions that finance large projects and set investment mandates, your decisions carry influence 
beyond providing loans. Increasingly, responsible finance is understood not just in terms of financial 
profits but also how it takes into account and addresses environmental, social, and governance 
concerns. The decisions of financial institutions have vital consequences for ecology and communities 
on the ground. Responsible financial decisions can play a major role in preventing possible adverse 
impacts on those who are directly impacted by investments in big infrastructure.  It is with this 
understanding that we are reaching out. 

The Sijimali bauxite mining block was allotted in 2023 for captive mining linked to Lanjigarh Alumina 
Refinery. Since then, the project has seen sustained opposition from Adivasi communities across 
Rayagada and Kalahandi districts. Community concerns highlight not only the environmental 
consequences of mining, but also to questions of process, participation, and whether statutory 
safeguards have been meaningfully followed. 

Residents and community groups have raised concerns that the project could significantly and 
irreversibly transform an ecologically sensitive landscape on which local communities depend. The 
proposed mine reportedly spans approximately 1,549 hectares in the Sijimali hills, including forest 
areas that support grazing, collection of firewood, food, medicinal plants, and other forest produce that 
supplement household livelihoods. Villagers have also questioned whether environmental assessments 
adequately account for local streams, rivers and water systems that may be affected by mining 
operations. Activists argue that mining at Sijimali threatens to destroy the Panichida-Shuagad river and 
more than one hundred perennial streams. 



Beyond livelihoods, communities describe the hills as holding cultural and spiritual significance, 
including as the abode of the deity Tiji Raja. They have expressed concern that forest diversion and 
associated infrastructure will sever long-standing ecological and social relationships. 

The proposed mining area overlaps and poses a risk to animal habitat too. A study by National Law 
School India University, Bengaluru, identifies several vulnerable species such as the sloth bear, honey 
badger, Indian golden gecko, as inhabitants of the core and buffer areas of the mining project. 

Alongside environmental concerns, questions have also been raised regarding procedural safeguards 
intended to govern projects in Scheduled Areas. Community representatives have reported that 
processes under the Forest Rights Act (FRA), the Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act 
(PESA), and other legal requirements have not fully reflected the principle of free, prior, and informed 
consent. 

Particular concerns have been raised regarding Gram Sabha proceedings associated with project 
approvals. Villagers have disputed official claims that Gram Sabhas conducted in December 2023 
approved the project, maintaining that no valid meetings took place in several villages. Documents 
obtained through RTI have reportedly raised further questions, including allegations of irregularities 
in participation records. In 2024, several villages passed resolutions contesting the validity of these 
approvals, and related matters were subsequently raised before the Odisha High Court. Concerns have 
also reportedly been noted during review processes relating to forest diversion, including questions 
around unresolved objections, compliance with FRA requirements, and ecological assessment. 

Recent developments have added urgency to these concerns. Reports indicate tensions in the project 
area, including allegations of use of force during protests, injuries among residents, restrictions on 
movement, and cases filed against community members. While different accounts may exist regarding 
specific incidents, the persistence of such reports suggests a situation that warrants careful attention 
and independent scrutiny. 

For financial institutions, these developments raise questions that go beyond conventional project 
assessment. Community grievances, unresolved procedural concerns, legal uncertainty, and allegations 
of environmental and rights-related impacts can create material environmental, social, and governance 
risks, including delays, reputational consequences, and uncertainty regarding long-term project 
outcomes. 

At the same time, this is a matter of ethical investment. Institutions that invest public money in 
high-impact sectors play an important role in encouraging responsible project implementation. 



Responsible financial engagement demands stronger due diligence, greater transparency, and more 
meaningful engagement with affected communities. 

We therefore urge your institutions to exercise care and diligence as regards a potential exposure to the 
Sijimali Bauxite Mining operations and to use your influence constructively. For those institutions 
which already have exposure to the project or the companies involved, this may include seeking 
independent verification of compliance with legal safeguards, commissioning robust environmental 
and human rights due diligence, and engaging transparently with affected stakeholders. We urge 
financial institutions to ensure that project-linked activities are carried out only where concerns 
regarding free, prior and informed consent, environmental protection, statutory obligations  and 
expectations of the affected communities have been satisfactorily addressed. 

Moments such as these provide an opportunity to demonstrate that responsible finance includes active 
attention to environmental stewardship, community rights, and long-term accountability. We look 
forward to your considered response and to learning about any steps your institution may take in this 
regard. 

Signed by: 

Prafulla Samantara, Lok Shakti Abhiyan 
Sanjay MG, National Alliance of People's Movements 
Praveer Peter, National Alliance of People's Movements 
Meera Sanghamitra, National Alliance of People's Movements 
Shaikh Salauddin, National Alliance of People's Movements 
Medha Patkar, Narmada Bachao Andolan 
Soumya Datta, Movement for Advancing Understanding of Sustainability And Mutuality 
Priyadharshini, Delhi Forum 
Sarath Cheloor, Friends of the Earth, India 
Joe Athialy, Centre for Financial Accountability   
People’s Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL) 
Indian Social Action Forum (INSAF) 
Suneetha, All India Feminist Alliance (ALIFA) 
Rajkumar Sinha, Bargi Bandh Visthapit evam prabhaavit Sangh  
Amulya Nidhi, Jan Swasthya Abhiyam India (JSAI)  
Dr. Birendra Nayak, Rtd professor Utkal University, Bhubanedwar 
Dr.Swadinanda Pattanaik, Retd Director,Institute of Mathematics 
Sudhir Vombatker, NAPM 



Nityanand Jayaraman, Chennai Solidarity Group 
Ganesh Agrawal, Jila vikas Manch  
Mohan Rao Macherla, Rashtra Chenetha Jana Samakhya (RCJS) 
Geo Damin M, Poovulagin Nanbargal 
Kailash Mina, Aravali virasat Jan abhiyan  
Dipak Dholakia, Campaign to Defend Nature and People - CDNP 
Dr Sricharan Behera, Campaign for Survival and Dignity, Odisha Chapter 
Gouranga Mohapatra, Civil society forum for human right CSFHR  
Subramaniam Nandakumar, Climate Change Action Group 
Umesh Tiwari, Toko roko thoko krantikari Morcha ​  
Nootan Malvi, Cdnp  Vidharbh  
Chandan saroj, ICAN 
Rajesh Ramakrishnan, Campaign to Defend Nature and People  
Chandrakant Yadav,  Jan Swasthya Abhiyan Chhattisgarh  
Akash Bhattacharya, All India Central Council of Trade Unions (AICCTU) 
Jammu Anand, Indian Social Action Forum (INSAF) 
VIJAY KUMAR, Jan Sangharsh Samanvay Samiti (JSSS), Madhya Pradesh 
Priti Prabhaker Joshi, Stree Muktee Sanghtana  
Isha Tandon, Aasra foundation 
Rajesh Ramakrishnan, Campaign to Defend Nature and People  
Ritu Priya, Jan Swasthya Abhiyan India 
Pranjali Tripathi, All India Workers' Forum (AIWF-NAPM) 
R Srivatsan, Political theorist 
Indira C, Public Health Academic 
Punita Kumar, Jan Swastha Abhiyan Chhattisgarh (JSAI) ​
Arshal marandi, Aadivasi Gram Vikash Samiti​
Lingaraj, Paschima Odisha Krusak Sanghathan Samiti 
Vilas bhongade, Kastkari jan andolan​
Sudha tiwari 
Veena Shatrugna, Independent Researcher 
Garima Arya​  
Rohnir Shetty​  
Om Prakash Singh​  
Himanshu Thakkar​  
MAHUA GUPTA ​  
Mangesh Ravi​  



Vinayak Shinde​ 
Sanjeev Kumar Bhatia ​  
Sandeep Sharma​  
Santosh Kumar Sharma​  
Santosh Sharma​  
Ramesh Kalakuntla ​  
Mohan Bhandari ​  
Madhurima Seng​  
Abhi, Cycle  
satheesh lakshmanan​  
Dr Kapileswar Mishra ​  
Chythenyen ​  
Kripal Singh mandloi​  
Brajesh Kumar Rathore​  
Jyothi Gokul ​  
Hitul Sanjay Tandel​  
Moksha Shah​  
Sharachchandra Lele​  
MALAY Manohar ​  
Kshama A Ramteke​  
Nilesh Akokalkar​  
Paritosh Sant​  
Prachi P Sant​  
Saroj ​  
Prabir KC​  
Sachin Nawghare​  
Adithya P ​  
Abhishek Saxena ​  
Siddhartha Das​ 
Deepti Mary Minj​  
Chirag Chavda ​ 
Tony  Bagaicha  
Niraj kumar ​  
Abhirami ​  
Anjana​ 
Prachi Vijay Nandgave​  



Vijay Dayaram Nandgave​  
Anjali S​CFA 
Anamika Singh ​  
Dhanupriya Rangari​  
Sakshee  ​  
Ayushi kashi​  
Deepmala Patel, Researcher 
Nikhil ,IIT Roorkee  
Tushar Bansod ​  
Arpita ​  
Vipul ​  
Vipul G​  
Abbas Jabbar​  
Swar Abhaykumar Bansod ​  
Apurva Ghodichore ​  
 

 


